Private Pilot – ASEL

Aeronautical Experience Requirements
Reference: Sec. 61.109

40 hours of flight time, consisting of:

1. 20 hours training (dual) – in a single-engine airplane
a. 3 hours cross-country

b. 3 hours night flight

i. One night cross-country of over 100NM

ii. Ten takeoffs and landings to a full stop, each with a flight in the pattern, at an airport

c. 3 hours simulated instrument flight

Including straight and level flight, constant airspeed climbs and descents, turns to a heading, recovery from unusual flight attitudes, radio communications, and the use of navigation systems/facilities and radar services appropriate to instrument flight

d. 3 hours in preparation for the practical test within 60 days before the test
2. 10 hours solo flight – in a single-engine airplane
a. 5 hours solo cross-country

b. One long solo cross-country

At least 150 nautical miles total distance, with full-stop landings at a minimum of three points, and one segment of the flight consisting of a straight-line distance of at least 50 nautical miles between the takeoff and landing locations

c. Three takeoffs and three landings to a full stop, each with a flight in the traffic pattern, at an airport with an operating control tower
Private Pilot – ASEL
Other Requirements
In Addition to the Aeronautical Experience, You Must:
· Read, speak, and understand English. 

· Be at least 17 years of age. 

· You can start training at any age.

· At age 16 you can fly solo. 

· Obtain an FAA Medical Certificate. 

· A Private Pilot needs to obtain a "Third Class" medical certificate.
This is issued after a fairly basic physical exam, which is much less stringent than what is required for airline pilots.

· The medical certificate is not required until you start flying solo. 

· Pass a written test. 

· You'll need to score 70% or better on a computerized FAA written test.  This test has 60 questions which are randomly chosen from a bank of about 800 questions.  You get to see all 800 questions beforehand. 

· The written test is not required until you take the practical test. 

· Pass a practical test. 

· A DPE (Designated Pilot Examiner) will give you an oral test and a flight test.  The total time for the practical test is about 3 hours. 

· The content of the test is precisely specified by the FAA in a small booklet entitled "Private Pilot Practical Test Standards". 
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