Commercial Pilot – AME (Airplane Multiengine)

Aeronautical Experience Requirements 

For Initial AME Commercial (Not Add-On to ASE)

Summary & Worksheet

Reference: Sec. 61.129

250 hours of flight time as a pilot, consisting of:

1. 100 hours in powered aircraft (50 hours in airplanes)
2. 100 hours PIC (50 hours in airplanes)
a. 50 hours cross-country (10 hours in airplanes)
3. 20 hours training for Section 61.127(b)(2)
a. 10 hours instrument training (5 hours AME)
· 5 hours must be in an AME.

· 5 hours can be in a simulator, FTD, or other category or class of aircraft.

· All of these 10 hours must be from a CFII.

b. 10 hours dual complex AME

· As per the Part 61 FAQ, these 10 hours can be combined with (a), (c), (d), and (e) of this section.  Thus, the absolute minimum AME “training” time is 10 hours.  With the 10 hours of “solo” time (below), the absolute minimum AME time required is 20 total hours.

c. One long dual, day VFR cross-country

i. 2 hours in AME

ii. Day VFR conditions (no night or instrument time)

iii. Straight-line distance of more than 100 nautical miles from the original point of departure

d. One long dual, night VFR cross-country

i. 2 hours in AME

ii. Night VFR conditions (no day or instrument time)

iii. Straight-line distance of more than 100 nautical miles from the original point of departure

e. 3 hours in preparation for the practical test in AME within 60 days before the test
4. 10 hours of solo flight in AME for Section 61.127(b)(2)
Or 10 hours dual, acting as PIC in AME (see below)
a. One long cross-country flight

i. 300 nautical miles total distance

ii. Landings at a minimum of three points

iii. One point must be a straight-line distance of at least 250 nautical miles from the original departure point

b. 5 hours in night VFR conditions

i. 10 takeoffs and 10 landings at an airport with an operating control tower

Endorsement required to act as PIC

To act as PIC in AME with a flight instructor present, you must have the following endorsement in your log book (Reference AC 61-65D, endorsement number 35):

To act as PIC of an aircraft in solo operations when the pilot who does not hold an appropriate category/class rating: § 61.31(d)(3)

I certify that (First name, MI, Last name) has received the training as required by § 61.31(d)(3) to serve as a PIC in a (category and class of aircraft). I have determined that he/she is prepared to serve as PIC in that (make and model of aircraft).

S/S [date] J.J. Jones 987654321CFI Exp. 12-31-00
Logging the “solo” flight

From the Part 61 FAQ:  Ref. § 61.129(b)(4) and § 61.51(e)(1)(i); An applicant may not log as Pilot-In-Command (PIC) for time acquired while performing the duties of pilot-in-command with an authorized instructor unless the person holds an airplane multiengine land rating on his/her pilot certificate.  For logging purposes, the time shall be logged in the AMEL column, conditions of flight column, dual received column, and total time column.  In the remarks column, your flight instructor should record “PIC training per § 61.129(b)(4).”
For example, let’s say the applicant performs a 5 hour cross-country flight with an authorized instructor aboard for the § 61.129(b)(4)(i) requirement.  In recording this time in the applicant’s logbook, it would read as follows: 

Airplane multiengine land time:  5 hours

Cross-country time:  5 hours

Dual Received time:  5 hours

Total Time:  5 hours

Description of training:  PIC training per § 61.129(b)(4).

   John Doe, CFI #5555555, Exp. 12-31-00

Filling out the 8710

From the Part 61 FAQ:  On the FAA Form 8710‑1, Airman Certificate and/or Rating Application, it is understood that the application doesn’t have a performing duties of pilot in command column.  The 10 hours performing the duties as PIC with an instructor on board should be listed in the “Pilot in Command” column of the “Airman Certificate and/or Rating Application”.
Worksheet

1. 100 hours in powered aircraft (50 hours in airplanes)

Total time in powered aircraft:
_________ ( 100 hours


Total time in airplanes:
_________ ( 50 hours

2. 100 hours PIC (50 hours in airplanes)

Total time PIC:
_________ ( 100 hours


Total time in airplanes:
_________ ( 50 hours

a. 50 hours cross-country (10 hours in airplanes)
* This requirement is met is you have an instrument rating

Total cross-country time:
_________ ( 50 hours

Total cross-country in airplanes:
_________ ( 10 hours

3. 20 hours training for Section 61.127(b)(2)
Note:
All of the training below must have been done after you obtained the Private Pilot’s license.
a. 10 hours instrument training (5 hours AME)
	Date
	Aircraft Type
	Dual Instrument Hours

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total Dual Instrument Hours:
	                         ( 10 hours


b. 10 hours dual complex AME

	Date
	Aircraft Type
	Dual Instrument Hours

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total Dual Complex Hours:
	                         ( 10 hours


c. One long dual, day VFR cross-country

i. 2 hours in AME

ii. Day VFR conditions (no night or instrument time)

iii. Straight-line distance of more than 100 nautical miles from the original point of departure

	Date
	Aircraft Type
	From
	To
	Hours

	
	
	
	
	           ( 2 hours



Straight-line distance from original point of departure: _____ ( 100 NM

Note:
There can be no night or instrument flight time included on this flight.  Even 0.1 hours night or instrument invalidates the flight.  Note that the Part 61 FAQ says the some instrument time is allowable, but some examiners will not accept this.

d. One long dual, night VFR cross-country

i. 2 hours in AME

ii. Night VFR conditions (no day or instrument time)

iii. Straight-line distance of more than 100 nautical miles from the original point of departure

	Date
	Aircraft Type
	From
	To
	Hours

	
	
	
	
	           ( 2 hours



Straight-line distance from original point of departure: _____ ( 100 NM

Note:
There can be no day or instrument flight time included on this flight.  Even 0.1 hours night or instrument invalidates the flight.  Note that the Part 61 FAQ says the some instrument time is allowable, but some examiners will not accept this.

e. 3 hours in preparation for the practical test in AME within 60 days before the test
	Date
	Aircraft Type
	Dual Hours

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Total Dual Prep Hours in Last 60 Days:
	                           ( 3 hours


4. 10 hours of solo flight in AME for Section 61.127(b)(2)
Or, 10 hours dual, acting as PIC in AME
Note:
All of the flights below must have been done after you obtained the Private Pilot’s license.  “Solo” means you as the sole occupant of the aircraft.

a. One long solo cross-country

i. 300 nautical miles total distance

ii. Landings at a minimum of three points

iii. Straight-line distance of at least 250 nautical miles from the original departure point

	Date
	AC Type
	Departure Point
	Stops
	Destination

	
	
	
	
	



Total distance: 
_____ ( 300 NM


Total number of landings at different locations: 
_____ ( 3


Straight-line distance from original point of departure:
_____ ( 250 NM

b. 5 hours in night VFR conditions
i. 10 takeoffs and 10 landings at an airport with an operating control tower

	Date
	Aircraft Type
	Landings
	Hours

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Total:                ( 10
	Total:            ( 5
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